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In a ruling certain to have national repercussions, Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia
de la Nacion, SCJN) threw out the federal government's directive requiring Mexico City to abide by
the federally imposed daylight-saving time. The SCJN ruling was a response to an appeal filed by
Mexico City Mayor Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador at the beginning of this year (see SourceMex,
2001-01-24, 2001-03-07). The court ruling is also a follow-up to a decision issued in May, which
required the Mexico City administration to comply with the time change this year while Lopez
Obrador's appeal was under review (see SourceMex, 2001-05-09).
In issuing its unanimous directive, the high court said that President Vicente Fox's decision to
impose daylight- saving time, known as horario de verano, violated Article 105 of the Mexican
Constitution. Under this article, decisions such as the one dealing with time change are clearly the
domain of the Mexican Congress and not of the executive. Former President Ernesto Zedillo adopted
the time change in 1996, both as an energy-conservation measure and to synchronize Mexico's
financial and business operations with the US, Mexico's largest trading partner (see SourceMex,
1996- 01-10).
A report issued by the Secretaria de Energia (SENER) in May said the federal government saved
27.7 billion pesos (US$2.9 billion) during the five years the policy has been in effect (see SourceMex,
2001-05-09). The SCJN decision becomes effective on Sept. 30, the day daylight-saving time is
scheduled to end this year. The court action, however, would only apply to Mexico City, since Lopez
Obrador was the only chief executive to file an appeal before the highest court.

Court says only Congress can set time change
The court also ruled overwhelmingly that Lopez Obrador did not have the right to determine what
time schedule the city would follow because this is the domain of the Congress. "No authority,
whether federal or local, is empowered to regulate this function," the SCJN said in a statement.
"This is a decision that the Constitution reserves for the legislative branch."
Even though the SCJN also ruled against Lopez Obrador, the Mexico City mayor was pleased by the
independence shown by the highest court. "The balance of power among the various branches of
government is gradually becoming a reality," Lopez Obrador told reporters.
The bottom line now is that Congress will have to decide whether to implement the time
change, which is opposed by many Mexicans and by a large percentage of legislators from Lopez
Obrador's center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) and the long-governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI). Deputy Juan Camilo Mourino Terrazo, chair of the energy
committee (Comision de Energia) in the lower house, promised that the issue would be considered
in the upcoming session of Congress.
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Mourino Terrazo, a member of Fox's center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), raised the need
to resolve the issue as soon as possible to avoid having to decide close to the time when the time
change would go into effect in 2002. The PRD, PRI, PAN, and the environmentally oriented Partido
Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM) have all drafted their own versions of daylight-saving time
legislation. Mourino said four initiatives have been introduced in the Chamber of Deputies and one
in the Senate.
The PRD has introduced initiatives in both chambers that would eliminate daylight-saving time.
PRD Deputy Marti Batres said the only benefit of the time change is to coordinate the hours of
financial transactions in Mexico with those in the US and other countries.
But PAN legislators are promoting the use of daylight- saving time as a tool to save energy,
the argument President Fox and his predecessor Zedillo used in pushing for the time change.
"This legislation must not be based on emotion, but on reason and technical information that
considers whether the time change saves energy," said PAN Deputy Mauricio Candiani Galaz.
Fox government to urge Congress to implement time change In a press statement, Fox said his
administration would push for Congress to continue daylight-saving time.
"We are going to ask for an initiative that is compatible with our belief that there is a real energy
savings by changing the time," said Fox. "And the sacrifice required of Mexican families is not that
significant." But the administration's efforts to promote daylight- saving time could run into a brick
wall if Congress listens to public sentiment. Several informal public-opinion polls have shown
strong opposition to daylight-saving time.
Conversely, Fox is expected to receive strong lobbying support from business organizations, which
generally back the time change. Following the SCJN decision, the PRD delegation in the Mexico City
legislature (Asamblea Legislativa del Distrito Federal, ALDF) said it would commission a scientific
public- opinion poll to determine the sentiment among residents of Mexico City. The results would
then be presented to the federal Chamber of Deputies.
"We want to put together a proposal that has consensus among the various political parties and the
Lopez Obrador administration," said PRD city legislator Alejandro Sanchez Camacho. "We want to
ensure that the will of the city residents is known when the time comes to decide."
The poll proposed by the city's PRD delegation would be the first formal scientific survey. In
February of this year, the Lopez Obrador administration conducted a hastily designed telephone
survey among city residents. Nearly three-quarters of the 318,000 residents who responded said
they opposed daylight-saving time. [Note: Peso-dollar conversions in this article are based on the
Interbank rate in effect on Sept. 19, reported at 9.55 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: Reuters, 09/04/01,
09/05/01; Excelsior, Novedades, Reforma, El Universal, 09/05/01; La Jornada, 09/05/01, 09/06/01;
Associated Press, La Cronica de Hoy, 09/06/01; Notimex, 09/04/01, 09/05/01, 09/06/01, 09/09/01)
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